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Treatment of Detainees
	I read the online article Enemy Combatant, and what clicked on my mind immediately was the ethical practices that the prison system in the U.S. violates by detaining offenders under inhumane conditions. Written by MoazzamBegg (a British Pakistani) after being released from detention by US authorities, the article gives a clue at how enemy combatants were treated while in detention by the U.S. authorities via his own experiences (Kang, 2004). He narrates how he was living in his cell for six months with the lights on and how he was relentlessly and persistently slapped, kicked, and punched by tormentors who were asking about the whereabouts of Mullar Umar or Usamah Bin Ladin (Kang, 2004). Moreover, he narrates that Bagram guards abused him, and he saw two detainees beaten to death. He had not yet been proven guilty, and in relation to the U.S. Constitution, he was still innocent. I think that the government of the U.S. needs to consider punishment under considerable conditions since human dignity must be observed to each one as long as they are alive. According to Rule 3 of the US constitution, all members of the armed forces who are a party to the conflict are considered combatants apart from religious and medical personnel. 
The U.S. constitution protects enemy combatants who are citizen detainees, and they are entitled to the guarantees provided by habeas corpus and due process. This signals that they have the right to face challenge the allegations and be judged fairly. On the contrary, the third Geneva convention stipulates that unlawful non-citizen enemy combatant detainees are denied Habeas Corpus petitions and cannot be regarded as prisoners of war status. Unlawful combatant enemies are also subject to detention, trial, and punishment for their acts by military tribunals. 
After going through chapter 9 of the book Terrorism in Perspective, and I was interested in how the book debates on human rights and terrorism since most of the detainees have no access to courts or lawyers. Most of them are not considered as humans with rights but rather as enemies who do not possess attributes of persons (Mahan &Griset, 2008). For the detention of unlawful enemy combatants like Moussaoui, Lindh, and Reid, were considered as enemy combatants. Still, Lindh was sentenced for twenty years for being a U.S. citizen while Reid served a life sentence since he was British, and Moussaoui, his sentence on the death penalty, is underway (Mahan &Griset, 2008). Issues related to enemy combatants are mostly inclined towards the provisions of Habeas corpus since they detainees, too, have rights under international law.
Video segments on "The Afghanistan War Prisoners" and Abu Ghraib- And Beyond" give a clear demonstration of how detainees are treated in an inhumane manner (Hersh, 2004). According to the web videos, at least six detainees in Abu Ghraib under the U.S. custody ended up dead as a result of torture and mistreatment by U.S. military personnel, but none of them have been charged with homicide (Hersh, 2004). However, the military argues and defends itself by stating that it cannot police itself and that a separate independent body should be formed to conduct the investigations. The documents from the U.S. DOJ, however, remain classified hence hindering further investigations.
In my opinion, I think that enemy combatants should all be given equal rights and should not, in any case, be denied a right to challenging the authorities. This is because people can find themselves in such situations accidentally or through false witnesses; hence, giving them a fair trial would be ethical. Additionally, I think that they should be treated with human rights since every human requires to be treated with dignity as long as they are alive.
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